problem in the middle of the night. For example, it could demonstrate how to examine a specific area, how to perform a certain investigation or how to relocate a joint. As with any part ofmedicine, this could never replace formal training and education; but, in reality, the less common complaints are not always easily taught and it is exactly these areas that so often catch A&E officers out. With the advent of digital cameras, such material should become increasingly easy to obtain and collate. Ifthis source ofinformation does become available, its relevance will go far beyond the reaches of A&E departments.
For many years Dr Bondeson, a London specialist in rheumatology, has investigated scientific oddities and unusual phenomena in medicine and natural history. Now he has produced a fascinating book, carefully and extensively researched and referenced, which describes remarkable stories of myths, hoaxes, beliefs and Ripley-like facts concerning animal foildore in the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries.
In Elizabethan times a performing horse called Marocco was renowned in England and throughout Europe for its ability to dance on two or four legs, count money by stamping its foot and perform various other tricks. The horse was probably directed by hidden signs and its trainer William Banks made a fortune.
Pigs have also been used as performing animals and their training was pioneered in the eighteenth century by Samuel Bisset, a Scottish shoemaker who later moved to London as a broker. The 'Learned Pig' would kneel, bow, spell out names using cardboard letters and point out married and unmarried people in the audience. During extended tours of the British Isles and France it was said to have earned more money than any other actor on the stage. A verse at the end of its career reflected:
Alas, my learning once drew cash But public fame's unstable So I must turn a pig again And fatten for the table.
The most extraordinary essay relates the saga of the Feejee Mermaid, said to have been caught by a Japanese fisherman. The dried specimen was subsequently brought to England and was described as the missing link between a human being and a fish. It was preserved in a glass dome and in the autumn of 1822 was one of the most popular exhibits in London, attracting as many as 400 people a day, each of whom paid an entrance fee of a shilling. The mermaid was claimed to be genuine. However, a subsequent detailed examination by William Clift at the Royal College ofSurgeons revealed it to be a fake; the upper halfofthe body was that of a female orang-utan, the lower half was the body of a fish separated from its head immediately behind the gills and the two had been most skilfully joined together. After nearly 20 years ofobscurity the mermaid reappeared in the USA and was exhibited by Phineas Barnum, the showman and selfconfessed Prince of Humbugs. The alleged rediscovery of the mermaid, its subsequent eventful tour of the States, and its probable fate, are described in detail.
Another acquisition of Barnum was Jumbo, an enormous elephant 1 1 feet tall weighing 6 tons. Captured in Abyssinia as a year-old calf, it was exhibited in Paris for 3 years and in London for 17 years, where it became a great tourist attraction at the London Zoo. In 1882 it was bought by Barnum, despite public protests at this outrageous sale of a British possession, but its transport to the London docks presented many problems. Jumbo was killed by an express goods train three years later whilst being taken to an exhibition in Canada and was so wellknown that Mr Punch mockingly wrote:
Alas, poor Jumbo! Here's the fruit Of faithless Barnum's greed of gain How sad that so well trained a brute Should owe his exit to a train! Jumbo's skeleton is still preserved in the American Museum ofNatural History but his stuffed body was destroyed when the Barnum Museum was gutted by fire in 1975.
Other essays include reports ofmisdemeanours of animals and their subsequent punishments, a long essay on basilisks, which can kill by a mere look-'Be thou like the imperial basilisk/Killing thy foes by unapparent wounds!' (Shelley's Ode to Naples)-spontaneous generation, and numerous reports of showers of living animals and other unexpected substances from the skies, first described in the Bible when the children of Israel escaped into the desert of Sur.
This readable book is well illustrated but the print is somewhat pale and small.
Raymond Hurt
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